


From our founding in 1996 until today, the Peres Center for Peace and Innovation has been dedicated to its mission of 
advancing a prosperous Israel within a peaceful Middle East. Today, we are a leading non-profit implementing 
cutting-edge programs promoting peace and innovation.

Through our work, it is clear to see that peace and innovation are two sides of the same coin. To build peace we must 
innovate, and when innovating, we must remember that it is not for its sake alone, but rather in order to positively 
contribute to society as a whole. We innovate for a better world.
We are excited to share an update of our impact during 2018, and hope to see you soon at the Peres Center for Peace 
and Innovation in beautiful Jaffa.

Chemi Peres

 
These are the core values driving our work.
The Peres Center for Peace and Innovation is dedicated to advancing real impact.

In 2018, together with partners from government, the private sector, and the ecosystem, the Peres Center completed 
establishment of a spectacular visitor’s center sharing the story of Israeli innovation. We advanced cross-border 
cooperation and opportunities for businesses and entrepreneurs. We provided lifesaving treatment and enhanced 
healthcare services. Through education and leadership training, we cultivated tomorrow's agents of change.

I look ahead to 2019 and beyond with excitement and gratitude.

Efrat Duvdevani

It is with great pride that I reflect on the impactful work that we have achieved, together, in 2018. President Peres 
was a dear beloved friend, and I feel privileged to be a part of furthering his legacy along with Chemi Peres and the 
remarkable team leading the Peres Center for Peace and Innovation.  I invite you to join us in advancing programs 
that create a better world – all in President Peres’ spirit..

Maurice Levy

Message from the Chairman of the Board of Directors, Chemi Peres

Message from the Chairman of the International Board of Governors, Maurice Levy

The future does 
not merely need 
to be imagined, 

but to be created.
Shimon Peres

Join us in 
advancing 

programs that 
create a better 

world.

Message from the Director General, Efrat Duvdevani

Vision. 
Optimism. 

Hope.
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My vision for the Israeli Innovation 
Center is that it serves as a window 
to the future. A place for dreams. A 
place founded on the desire to leave 
the next generation with a better 
and brighter future.
Shimon Peres
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Visitor’s Center, Education Campus, 
Knowledge Center, Ecosystem

14,000
square feet of content

100s
of items researched and curated 

45
of the most relevant Israeli 
innovations showcased in a 
rotating exhibit updated annually

200,000
visitors a year 

Languages 
offered include
English | עברית | عربى | 中文

To book a tour please e-mail 
visits@peres-center.org

Innovation 360° 
The Israeli Innovation Center – 
A Unique Visitor Experience
On October 25th 2018, together with Prime Minister of the State of Israel  
Mr. Benjamin Netanyahu, His Excellency Wang Qishan, Vice President of the 
People’s Republic of China, and 2,000 guests including our dearest friends 
and partners, leading local and global figures, heads of multinational 
corporations, innovators, and entrepreneurs, we held the grand opening 
of the Israeli Innovation Center.

This space is Israel’s first innovation destination of its kind - an 
interactive hub located in Tel Aviv-Jaffa. Here we showcase how Israel 
became one of the most innovative countries in the world. Visitors from 
Israel and around the globe take part in a dynamic journey, where they 
learn about the past, the future, and the here and now of Israeli innovation.

This unique initiative could not have come to life without the partnership 
of some of Israel’s leading companies, the Israeli Innovation Authority, 
the Israeli Ministry of Economy and Industry, and friends from 
across the globe.
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Regional Business, Entrepreneurship 
& Innovation Programs

IN
 20

18
The private sector, startups, and entrepreneurship are a driving 
force behind the Innovation Nation, but not all communities have 
access to this unique ecosystem. The Peres Center focuses on 
shaping a more diverse, inclusive, and thriving innovation 
ecosystem in Israel, the Palestinian Authority, and the region 
through investing in creating economic opportunity and 
entrepreneurship and by bringing together relevant key players. 

Regional cooperation strengthens markets and improves 
lives while fostering friendly cross-border relations. Such 
cooperation creates avenues for building professional and 

personal relationships between stakeholders, as they work 
together toward a common goal with tangible, lasting benefits. 

In 2018 we concluded a three year in-depth Business-to-Business 
(B2B) program, and with a unique network of partners and 
supporters such as the Edmond de Rothschild Foundation, 
the eBay Foundation, TAU Ventures, MassChallenge and more, 
launched or expanded a number of programs including the 
Israel eBay StartUp Cup, Starting-Up Together, Startup-
Link, SharakehTech, and CityZoom.

Smart City Community 
of 1,200 established 

including: innovators, local 
and multi-national companies, 

and city governments.

Accelerator-Incubator 
established in Ramallah, 

with 7 Palestinian trainers 
trained and 6 Palestinian 

startups in incubation cycle.

100 Israeli Arab and Jewish 
entrepreneurs received 
personalized coaching and 

capacity building.

Businesses in a 3 year project 
improved: 22% in branding; 

35% in package design; 76% in 
general knowledge and tools for 

cross-border B2B exchange.

%



As an entrepreneur I always seek 
answers and knowledge.

I received access to very constructive 
feedback and advice from both 
international and Israeli mentors 
from the mature Israeli ecosystem 
through the Peres Center for Peace 
and Innovation, and it had a significant 
impact on the way I see my business.

I really believe that this mentoring 
made it easier, since it came from 
entrepreneurs and mentors from the 
most advanced startup ecosystem in 
the region.

Rania, CFO of Palestinian Partner Organization
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Building Tomorrow’s Peace
Sport in the Service of Peace 
The Peres Center has developed comprehensive educational 
methodologies utilizing sport to equip the younger 
generations with the tools to become positive agents 
of change within their communities and the region, 
and to mitigate fears, break down emotional barriers, and 
create cross-cultural dialogue. 

Our Twinned Peace Sports Schools (TPSS) 
program, designed for children aged 9-12, puts forth 
uniquely developed methods in FairPlay, inter-language 
learning, and teambuilding to bring together Israeli and 
Palestinian, Arab and Jewish boys and girls.

Playing Fair, Leading Peace expands upon the 
TPSS program, is designed for children aged 12-14, utilizes 
the same methods in FairPlay, inter-language learning, and 
teambuilding, and brings this methodology into the classroom 
by training university students to carry out the program, 
developing their leadership and peacebuilding skills.

Teams in both programs may be girls only, boys only or 
mixed gender, and all follow a curriculum that promotes 
female sports culture and respect for all individuals.

To
 D

at
e

Over 

22,000 
participants

60 
communities

Winner of  
8  international 

awards

Member of 

8 
international 

networks

In
 20

18
800 

participants

30 
communities

700 
training 

activities 

80% 
of participants 
report greatly 

improved 
perceptions of 

the “other”
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You can play with everyone – you 
 just have to know how to play, and 
how to cooperate. Then you can 
have a better game.
Yossi, age 11, Israel

Meeting the others – at the beginning 
it’s scary, but after you start playing 
soccer together it all disappears. 
They are no different than we are.
Yasser, age 11, Palestinian Authority

HRH Prince William, the Duke of Cambridge, 
scoring a goal with Peres Center participants, 
Jaffa, June 2018
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At the foundation of Leadership and 
Entrepreneurship is the belief that 
every person – regardless of their 
background, gender, or religion – can 

change reality for the better. 
Over the years, the Peres Center 
has developed various projects to 
empower young Israelis and those 
from around the Middle East to take 
part in activities that build leadership, 
entrepreneurship, and peace.

Since their launch, these programs 
have seen over 10,000 graduates. 
In 2018, our flagship programs 
included YaLa Young Leaders, 
which brings together young people 
from the Middle East North Africa 
region for in-depth online training in 
citizen journalism, and Bridges for 
Peace, which brings together Arab 
and Jewish high school students as 
well as university students to build 
bridges of shared living across Israel.

The role of a leader is 
not to manage what 

already exists, but to 
enable what is new 
to take its place.

Shimon Peres

Cultivating Youth Leadership and Entrepreneurship



Bridges for Peace

To Date
2,800 participants from 24 communities,  

48 Student Leaders

In 2018
48 Student Leaders, 26 Educators, 

720 participants from 24 communities
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To Date
1 million young people connected online 

1,500 participants in training programs from 20 countries 

 4 regional conferences

YaLa Young Leaders
In 2018

500 participants in training programs 

1 regional conference
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The Peres Center’s Medicine and Healthcare initiatives have 
been active since our founding, advancing medical training 
and services, while also providing crucial humanitarian aid. 
In addition to their medical benefits, these programs act as 
bridges of peace between people, between patients in need 
of treatment, their families, and the medical personnel on both 
sides with whom they interact. 

Saving Children brings Palestinian children into Israel for treatment 
when they are unable to be treated elsewhere. Throughout 2018 
the Peres Center expanded this program to include Syrian children. 
Training Doctors builds the capacity for Palestinian physicians, 
creates a network of Israeli and Palestinian medical professionals, 
and builds bridges between communities by bringing Palestinian 
doctors to Israeli hospitals for training in highly specialized fields. 

Whoever Saves 
a Single Life Saves 
the World Entire (Talmud) 
Medicine and Healthcare

Saving Children

Training Doctors

To date 12,500 Palestinian children treated

190 Palestinian and Syrian children treated

15 fields of treatment
In 2018

7 doctors started training

60 in ongoing training
In 2018

To date

250 doctors trained in 76 medical disciplines

10% already heads of hospitals or heads 
of departments

Treated and interacted with 1.5 million Israelis 



Every Palestinian doctor 
is a bridge for peace, and 
when they go back to their 
environment, they spread 
it around them. 
Israeli Physician (Program Mentor)  
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The Peres Center is grateful for our amazing network of friends and supporters from Israel and around the world who 
enable our important work through their generosity, assisting us in furthering President Peres’ legacy. 

Board of Directors
Chemi Peres (Chairman)
Dr. Nof Atamna-Ismaeel 
Manuela Dviri
Jonathan Kolber
Tamir Pardo
Dr. Yoni Peres
Prof. Tsvia Walden
Zvi Yemini

International Board 
of Governors
Maurice Lévy (Chairman)
Dr. David Agus
Miguel Aleman
Philippe & Catarina Amon
Sue Ann Arnall
Isaac Assa
Pierre Besnainou
Keith Black
Harry Bloomfield
Charles Bronfman
Marcos Bulgheroni 

Volunteers: In 2018 we welcomed 24 volunteers and interns from 8 countries who provided crucial assistance with our work. Thank you!
To apply for an internship email volunteer@peres-center.org

John Chambers
Dorothy Chan
Ruth Cheshin
Lester Crown
Jean-Sébastien Decaux
Tobias Faber
Daniel Feffer
Aaron & Ruth Frenkel
Zev Furst
David Hatchwell
Israel Klabin
Steve C. Koppel
Rafael Kravec
Dominika Kulczyk
Amb. Ronald S. Lauder
Debbie Lewis
Doron Livnat
Mogens Lykketoft
Ellen Merlo
Brigitte Mohn
Elena & Victor Pinchuk
Baroness Ariane De Rothschild
Sir Evelyn De Rothschild
Lily Safra

Antonio Moura Santos
Sharon Stone
Rafael & Sally Treistman

Israeli Peres 
Friends Circle
Avremi Adamov
Ronit & Reuven Adler 
Hava & Alfred Akirov
Esti Akkerman
Sara Allalouf
Avi & Tali Angel 
Dana Azrieli & Danny Hakim 
Avner Azulay
Avi Balashnikov 
Yoram & Mika Baumann
Helena Beilin & Jacob Israeli
Oren & Nurit Bernitsky 
Katina Connie & Danny 
Branitzky
Yehudit & Yehuda Bronitsky
Bat-Sheva & Moshe Bublil 
Etty & Ram Caspi
Sharon & Ronald Cohen

Pnina & Moshe Edri
Raphy Edri
Orit & David Efrati
Rafi Elul 
David Fattal
Leora & Michael Federmann
Anat & Shmuel Frenkel
Janice & Danny Gillerman
Yair Green
Galit Gutman & Igal Ahuvi
Roberto Haggiag 
Aysar & George Horesh
Gila & Itzhak Irony, & 
Benny Shabtai
Yael & Ron Izaki 
Irit & Jonathan Kolber
Levi Kushnir
Gila & Ami Lapidot 
Andrea Leitersdor & Meir Bonanni
Nili & Shai Mayer
Gila & Adam Milstein 
Dalia Neeman
Eyal Ofer
Liora Ofer
Aviva & Moshe Peterburg
Eti & Gad Propper

Tami & Yehuda Raveh
Judith & Kobi Richter
Hanna & Paul Russo
Tova & Sami Sagol
Reuven Schiff
Yair Serossi
Ruby & Yoram Shamir
Phyllis Shanberg
Yigal & Naama Sheffer
David Simha & Yehudit Yuval 
Recanati
Ora Soffer
Ora & Eitan Stiva
Ofra & Michael Strauss
Raya Strauss & Shmuel Ben 
Dror
Rim & Imad Telhami
Irit & Moshe Theumim 
Many Weitzman
Zvi & Ayelet Yemini
Hedva Zadikaryo
Yoav Igra & Tzipi Zarenkin
Talia & Gad Zeevi
Ziva & Shalom Zeidler

With Special Thanks
Daniel Abraham
Beny Alagem 
Ben Ashkenazy 
Sami Aysoy
Lawrence & Frances Bloomberg
Eli & Edythe Broad
Ivette & Isaac Dabah
Peggy Daitch & Peter Remington
Patrick & Lina Drahi
Richard Eidinger 
Lawrence J. Ellison 
Arlene & Morris Goldfarb 
IDB Foundation
Mikhail Mirilashvili
Milner Global Foundation
The Nakash Family
Batia Ofer
Kenges Rakishev 
Heather Reisman
& Gerald Schwartz
Cynthia & David Shapira
Anat & Amnon Shashua
Edward Sonshine
Poju Zabludowicz
The Trans Tasman Business Circle



15 |  Peres Center  2018 Impact Report

The Edmond 
and Lily Safra 

Foundation
Umbria, Italy



www.peres-center.org | info@peres-center.org | +972.3.568.0680 | 132 Kedem St., Tel Aviv-Jaffa                            
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190 Palestinian and Syrian children treated

15 fields of treatment

7 doctors started training

60 in ongoing training

Smart City Community 
of 1,200 established 

including: innovators, local 
and multi-national companies, 

and city governments.

Accelerator-Incubator 
established in Ramallah, 

with 7 Palestinian trainers 
trained and 6 Palestinian 

startups in incubation cycle.

100 Israeli Arab and Jewish 
entrepreneurs received 
personalized coaching and 

capacity building.

Businesses in a 3 year project 
improved: 22% in branding; 

35% in package design; 76% in 
general knowledge and tools for 

cross-border B2B exchange.

800 
participants

30 
communities

700 
training 

activities 

80% 
of participants report 

greatly improved 
perceptions of the “other”

YaLa Young Leaders Bridges for Peace
500 participants in 

training programs 

1 regional conference

48 Student Leaders, 

26 Educators, 720 participants 

from 24 communities

Sport in the Service of Peace

The Israeli Innovation Center

4 Components
Visitor’s Center, Education 

Campus, Knowledge Center, 
Ecosystem

14,000
square feet 
of content

100s
of items researched 

and curated 

45
of the most relevant Israeli 

innovations showcased in a 
rotating exhibit updated annually

200,000
visitors a year 

Languages 
offered include

English | עברית | عربى | 中文

Training 
Doctors

Saving 
Children

To Date: 250 Palestinian doctors trained, interacted with 1.5 million IsraelisTo Date: 12,500 children treated

To Date: Over 30,000 youths engaged face-to-face and 1 million reached through online platforms


